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July 7,2004 

ChairmanM~lPowel l  
Federal Communications Commission 
44s 12th strcet, S.W. . 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NQ. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should hot impose new acce+r charges and 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you wiU simply drive up the cost f ir  minority or 
disadvantaged individaals to stay in touch in their ~011~~1uditiRs. 

upon prepaid calling cards. If you 

The Latino amun* is particularly sensitive to m y  price increase for prepaid ~ d l i i g  cards; 
approxhmely 43% of Lain0 bouseholds use them. Indeed., half of the households with incomes 
beIow $20,000 have wed prepiid cards. P q a i d  calling Wds are so prevalent in part because 
they save  consume^^ money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding ford and Iow income c~lsumm hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service casts as well. Io perticular, m y  low-income 
hauscholds who are on ficd incomes depend tathly upon prepid Service because they ca~~ttot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit ~ ~ e n t s  that 1 0 4  phone COmpBajes insist upas before 
getting a phone. Witb prepaid cards, consumers mala: calls ihru payphones ar the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can lise these cards to stay "conneacd" as we look k w  
jobs, bunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of tbe dolo's largest telephone companies would b;c the largest beneliciaries ofsuch 
chges. The FCC &odd Jtnad up for mnsumer m t r d  over co;pOrate pia by kwping 
affordabk prepaid calUng cards a priorsty, 

8 .  

, 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocbtN~.  03-133 

Chairman Powell; ' 

The FCC should not impose new 
move to increase tbe cast ofthese d s ,  you W;n simply drive up &e cost fix minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay ia touch in their -. 
The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price hercase for prepaid d i n g  cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino h~useholds use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 

they save wnsumers money. 

charges and fees upon m a i d  d i n g  cards. Ifyou 
. .  

below $20,000 have  US^ Prepaid cards. &-paid d h g  cards SO pf~alerr t  in part b- 

With gas and milk prices already holding fmed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as we& Jo particular, many low-income 
households who arc on fhred income depend entirely upon prepaid semi= becausethey cawnot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements tbat local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls h m  payphones or the tdephoncs 
of family members and neighbors. We can LW thew d s  to stay ''- as wc look fbr 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule mimy of the other daily appoiutmmts that WB all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the P F  would impose new charm and fees on them cerds. 
Some of the nation's k g a s t  telephone companies would be the largesi beneficiaries of such 
charges. TheFCC sBodd stand up for coasmeer m t e e  over coipOrate gain by keeping 
affordrble prepaid arDiing cards a priority. ' 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
FederaI COnrmunications Commission . 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. ' 

RE; W C  136~ket NO. 03-133 

chairman Powek . ' 

,The FCC should uot impose new aooegs charges and fees up00 prepaid calling cards. lffyou' 
move to hcrense the cost of tbese cards, you wiIl sipply drive up the cost foa minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch m their Communities. 

The Latino community is particularly stositiva to any price increase for p p a i d  d i n g  catds; 
approxhathly 43% of Latino bouseholds use them. IndcEd, half of the howeboJds with incomes 
below $20,000 bave used prepaid cafdg. Pre-paid callhg wrds are so pvalent m part because 
they save conrmmecs money. 

With gas and milk prices aEready holding fixed and low income conaumess hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs av well. In psrticukr, many low-mcome 
households who are on k e d  incomes dcpend estirely upon prepaid servict b e a m  they caaad 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that 1 0 4  phone companies insist upbn befm 
getting a phone. With pmpaid cards, codsumers cm make calls h m  payphones or the telephones 
of WIy membem and neighbors. We can use these catds ta stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule maay of the other daily appointmeats that we all hwe. 

I simply find it unimaginable that &e PCC would impase new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the lvgest bcne4ickies of such 
charges. "he FCC shonldotnnd up fer conaumer Mereds over co0riporpte gain by kctpi 
affordable prepaid cplling cards P priority. 

SincereIy, 

oklo 

ws: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner KathIeen Abernathy 
commissioner Kevin Mnrtia 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Cornhications Comksion 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th Stre& s-w. 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, irnmigants d b g e  students and military 
families rely upon calling card senices for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service, For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have td stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenicntx and predictable cost, as 
tbere are no hidden fees or charges. Xn economicolly disadvantaged areas, consumem literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these a d s  increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they arc an af€brdable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflit& new "in-state'' access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid'cards. The fees would fimnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall quarely upon those cmwnem that can Ieast e d  to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on prepaid calIs,jeopardizing the bend* Latino and other communities 
from these services. Please stop any &ort to raise  rat^^ on American cbnsumer~ and decide tbat 
these services w e  not subjeot to the exarbitant new access charges and other fees. 

sincerely, 

as: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
SEXUltCW 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission ' 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, s.w- 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I nm writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on p p a i d  calImg card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college studtnts and mil- 
families rely upon d i n g  Gard services for a variety of needs.' Many of  these consumers do not 
have'a credit history, bank accounts, or the meam to pq' a large deposit for local telephone ' 
service. For tb:ese consumers, a prepajd card may be the ody option they have tb stay connected 
- to make phone calls to Iook fbr a job, for affordable housing, makc a doctor's appoiaiment, or 
stay in touch with family and fiien&. These cards offer collvenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fkes or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumem literally, 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards an 
indispensable to consumer groups because they we an affordable a l t d v e  to regular 4 
wireless telephone services. 

. 
' 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it Micts new "in-state" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. Tbe fees would h e 1  directly to large locat telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
beark 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will subsurntially inwease the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latho and other commimjtics gain 
16om these sewices Pleast stop any tflfort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subjeot to the exorbilant new access charges and other feea. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: cdmmissioner Michael Copps . .  
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin h4artj.n 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Stnator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communica~ons Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Wasbbgton, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Deer Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
sedces. 

Minarities, low-income fgmilies, senior citizens, immigrants, cor]egc studcnts and military 
fmilies rely upon calling card scrvicts for a variety of needs. Many of these msumtrs do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumas, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look fkr a job, for affDldable housing, make a doctar's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and fiends. Thcse cards offix convdence and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantagtd areas, conmuntrs literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these brds increase. P@d calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new ccin-state" access charges 
and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would h e 1  directly to large local telephone 
companies while the budem would fall squarely upon &OS consUmtrs that & least f iord  to 
bearit. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially mcrtase the per 
minute charges on pe-paid calls,jeaparding the benefits Latino and other cornunities gain 
fiom these services. Please stop any efftnt to raise ratts on American c~~lsllmers and dccidc that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and d e r  fees. 

Commissioner Michael Copps - 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael, Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th s m  S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charfp and fees on prepaid c a h g  card 
S e r v i C e S .  

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families reIy up00 calling card seryices for a van’tty ofneeds. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone. 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone d l s  to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and Sends. These cards offar convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe piices ofthese cards increase. Prepaid calling cards am 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are 83) affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state” BCOCSS charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies W e  the burden would fdl squarely upon those consumers that can feast afford to 
bearit 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pie-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gab 
&om these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumem and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

sincerely, 
n 

ccs: v Commissioner &hael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstain 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washjngton, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket NO. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid callkg cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is pattjcularly sensitive to any price h o e  for prepaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the ho~ebolds with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Re-paid ca)Iing cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income co~lsumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone Service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
houstholds who are on fixes incomes depend entirely upon pmpaid semke because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumem can make calls frdm payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the PCC would impose new charges b d  fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over cor'pomte gah by keeping 
affardabk prepaid d b g  uuds a priority. ' 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copp 
'Commksjoner Kathleen Abe- 
Commissioner Kevin Ma& 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
senator 
Senator 
Congressp-n 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling bard 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card sefvices for a Variety of needs. Mimy of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit fbr local telephone. 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the onJy option they have to stay c o ~ e c t e d  - to make phone calls to look for a job, fbr affardable housing, make a doctor's appointment, OT 
stay in iouch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, 
them are no hidden fees or charges. In wonomidly disadvantaged amm, consumers litmIly 
fisk being disconnected iftbe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid d i n g  cafds m 
indispensable to constuner groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such pn'ce hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new ''in-stat.e" access charges 
and otber fees on prepaid cards. The fees would kitnncl directly to large Jod telephone 
'companies while the bwden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least f iord to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially iucmise the per 
minute charges on pie-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits b t h o  and other cammunjties gain 
from these services. Plesst stop any effort to raise rates on h e t i c a n  colmimm and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new RCCCSS charge and other fees. 

. 

ShCClEly, 

(kiibtILb9ued. 
ccs: Commissions Michael Copps 

Commissioner Karhleein Abcrnadhy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th streeq s.w- 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges an- fecs on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services fbr a variety of needs. Many of these msumcfs  do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for Iocal telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay comected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable bowing, make a doctar's appoirrtment, or 
stay  in touch with family and fiends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cast, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged ateas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnccted ifthe prices of these cards i n m a s  Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordabIc alternative to regular and 
wirelcss teJephone sentices. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-stat8" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid &E. The fees would funnel directly to Iarge local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bearh 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially i n d e  the per 
minute charges on pre-p&d calls, jeopardizing the bcaefm latino and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstdn 
senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
FcderaI Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554' 

_ .  

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Military personnel stationed in the US. and all over the worId rely heavily upon low-cost 
telecommunications swiccs to keep in touch with family and fiiends back home. But pending 
before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce new charges and fza on these cards that we 
depend upon to stay conneoted, immediately hannhg the tens of thousands of American service 
men and women stationed worldwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. American service persomel, particularly those who move 
fiequcntly, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to keep in touch with their fhmilies at set, 
affordable rates. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards amthe only option available - without them, military personnel 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephonc service. Raking the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who are most in need of vital phone service to keep 
their loved ones within reach. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards for our service men and womm. Please look out for ow 
military personnel and rehse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Comissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Co'mmissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 

. Scnator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

. .  

E: WC Docket No. 03-133 

. .  Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services, 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and rni l i tq 
families rely upon calling card services for a van‘ety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit histoqt, ban% accounts, or the mesas to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to  make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s q~poix~tment, or 
stay in touch with famiry and =ends. These cards offkr convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In eo4nomically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely wbat the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and otber fees OR pre-p-d cards. The fees would fUnne1 directly to large Jod telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least cord to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will sttbstann’ally incre&e the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any efhtto raise rates on American  consumer^ and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new a m  charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Comksioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kwh Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
con~essperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chaiman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

E- WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
ServiCeS. 

Miporities, low-income families, saiior citkenq immipants, college students and militaTy 
families rely upon calling card sewices for a variety of needs. Meny of the- consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank ~ccounts, or the means to pay a large deposit fbr local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affbrdabllc housmg, mafa a doctor's appointmen4 or 
stay in touch with fiuniIy and fiends. These cards offer CoRVenience and predictable cost, as 
there are M hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected jf the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer goups because they are an affordable ahnative to regular and 
wireless telephone seryiccs. 

But such price hikes are. precisely what tbe PCC wD1 dp if it inflicts new ''jktate'' access chug- 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fkw &odd h e 1  directly to large 1 0 4  telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those conrmmers that can ]cast &ord to 
bearit. 

Adding &cess charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially inorease the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the bemefits Latino and other communities gain 
&om these services. Please stop any e f h 4  to raise rates on American odnmrmers and decide &at 
these services are not subject to the exorbitadt new access charges and other fees. 

' 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abmlathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Cornmissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
c o ~ s p e r s o n  



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

W ~ h i a g t ~ ~ ,  DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

. .  
Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fkes on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students arid military 
families rely upon calling eard services for a variety of needs. Uany of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a Jarge deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the onb option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, f i r  affbrdable busing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and fiiends. These cards offer convenicnct and predictable mst, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged ‘&reas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if‘the prices ofthese cards mcreasei. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they ilfc an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone sauices. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “h-stat~” a-ss charges 
and other f‘ 00 prepaid cards. The fbes would h e 1  directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upba those consumers that can least afford to 
bearit 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies Will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on p p a i d  calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
fiorn these services. Please stop any dikt to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. - 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cows 
Commissimer Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Maatin , 

Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Sm&U 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No- 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications senices to 
accomplish maay every day tasks, from looking for a job or afFodable housing to staying in ' 

touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card semices. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing B credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscnie to local 
telephone scrvice, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid c d h g  cards ~ I E  the only .option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left witbout access to telephone service. Raising the price. of prepaid 
calling cards .Nil1 directly harm individuals wba can least &rd pice hcreases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collcct such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid Galling card 
services. 

CCS: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kcvin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

L a t h  and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, fiom Iooking for a job or affordable housing to staying in ,  
touch with family aad fiends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considehg applying "in-state" access charges and other lkes on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fkd  incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone seruice, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only w o n  available -without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left witbout access to telephone service. Raising tbe pn'ce of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least a o r d  price increases. 

Imposhg in-stare charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of d l h g  cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do nat sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these semi& substantdly less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fee& on prepaid calling card 
sesvices. 

ccs: Commissioner Mi&ael C 

Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Conpssperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Pow~ll 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
44s 12th street, S.W. 

ICE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community i s  particularly sensitive to any price increase fix pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Jndeed, M o f  the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. h p a i d  calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save cdnsumers money. 

Witb gas and milk prices akeady holdin8 fixed and low income consumers hostage, We should 
not be faced with rising telephone senrice oosts as well. ITI particular, many low-income 
hollseholds who are on fad incomes depend entirely upon prepaid semi- because tbey cannot 
meet the credit rating of hefly deposit requirements that local phone Companies insist upon befire 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers CM make calls h r n  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" as w e  look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the atha daiJy appointments that we all hwe. 

I simply find it unimaginable t3lat the FCC would impose.new charges and &es on these cards. 
Some ofthe nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should s m d  up tbar consumer iuterests over mipornte ga&n by keeplug 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abmtixy 
Commissioner Kevin h4arth . 
Commissioner Jonathan Adekein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The PCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you Will simply drive up the cost for minority or , 

disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their cgmmunities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below S20,000 have used prepaid cards. Re-paid calling wds are so prevalent m part because 
they save consumem money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixd and low income consumers hostage, wc should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fxd incomes dtpend entkely upon p p i d  Service becausethey cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cads, consumers can make calls &om payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. W e  can use these cards to stay cLconnected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the PCC would h p s e  new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. T h e  FCC shodd stand up for amsumer interests Over cor'porate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

,I b-1.- CCS: 2% Commissioner issioner Kcdhlecn Michael Copps Atrmatlthy +- 
Commissioner Revh Martk 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michacl Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th Street, S.W. ' 

I 

RE: W C  DocketNo. 03-133 i 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch iq their communities. 

The Latino community is particularb sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latiaa households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have us& prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they Save consumers money. 

Witb gas and miIk prices already holding fmcd and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In pW'cular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely up" prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating M hefly deposit requirements that local phone companies insist u p  before 
getting a phone. With prcpaid cards, consumers can make d l s  ficim payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. W e  can use these cards to stay "comected" as welook for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule m a y  of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and tkes on these cruds. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaiies of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over eorpomte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Commissioner Kathleen Abcmathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
C d s s i o n e r  J o n a h  Adelstein . 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should mot impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyw 
move to increase the cost of  these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or . 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their mnununities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to m y  price increase forpre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Tndeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fjxed and low iuconre coosumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-hcome 
households who are on fnred incomes depend &tirely upon prepaid.dce because timy cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon befire 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls fim payphones or tbe telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use the& cards to stay ''COM~C~W as w e  look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other hi appointments that we all b e .  

' 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees 0n.these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such: 
charges. The FCC should stand up for conslimer intemh over coipOrate g h  by keeping 
affordable prepaid Cpuing cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernatby 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Comm'issioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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Yuly 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Cornmunicatiorq Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior &kns ,  immigrants, college studerrts and rniIitary 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Maoy of these cmsumer~ do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone. 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have tn stay c~nnected 
- to make pbone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appohtmen?., or 
stay in touch witb f w  and %ends. These cards o f i r  convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected iftht prices oftbesse cards i n m e .  Prep-d calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affbrdable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

. 

. 
. 

But such price hikes are precisely what h e  FCC will do if it inflidts new ‘‘in-~tate~ access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would fimnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantialb increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
from these services, Please stop any eff‘ to.raise rates on American corwmers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: C o d i o n e r  Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonarhan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



Yuly 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street¶ S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am Wnthg to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees 011 prepaid calling card 
SerViCeS. 

Minorities, Iow-income families, senior citizcnq immigrants, mllege studem and military 
familia rely upon calling card senticcs for a varitty of needs. Maay of these consumers do not 
have a credit histary, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid w d  may be the onb opfion they have to stay connected 
-to make pbone calls to look fix a job, €ix affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and ~ e n d s .  Tbese CatdE offer convtaitslcc and predictable cost, 8s 
there arc no hidden fees or charges. In ec6nomkdiy disadvmtagd areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconneck4 if the prices of these cards increase. Prcpaid calling cards are 

wireless telephone services. 
indispensable to cbnsuma groups because they m an affordable altcraative to regular and 

But such price hikes are precisely what thc FCC will do if it inflicts new  in-^" access charges 
and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would fimncl diredly  to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consmers that can least ai€& to 
bearit 

Adding access charges to be paid to l d  telephone mpanies will substaatially increase the per 
minute charges on prepaid calls,jeopardking the benefits Latino and other cofflmunities gain 
&om these strvices. Please stop any dfort to raise rates on Amexban con- and dAde thp 
these services are not subject to the exofbitaht new BCCBSS charges and other fees. 

CIS: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Rathlm Abunathy 
Commissioner Kevin Mastfn 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Smator 
Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

C&an MCIGWI POW~U 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 l2thStreeq S.W. ' 

Washington, 20554 

RE. WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Latino and other &ority cammu~ties rely upon ~owoost telecommunications savicas to 
accomplish many ovay day tasks, from looking far B job or affordabe housing to staying in 
toucbwitb family and fiends. But pending befan the FCC is Q proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately hmning millions of 
Latinos and other consumersnatim*&. 

I understand that the FCC is  considering applying "in-sbte'' access ~harges and other fees on 
certain p e d  calling d  de^. Uany Latinos, pa~%culatsy those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a ccedif history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subsmibe to local 
telephone sesVice, reIy upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affbrdableram. 
students, immigrants, senior citiztos, and others face SUEW challenges. 

As a result, Piepaid calling cards are the only option avekble - without 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephcrnt SQVjct. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards wiIl d i r e  harm individuals who can least &rd pnce increasts. 

maay c~asumers 

Imposing b-state charges would amount to a substarrtial incrcast'in oost of prepaid calls, 
destraying the utility of c d h g  cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephane companies to w k t  such charges, tyc~l when they do not seIltbe calJing card to a 
customer, would drive up priceq thue mkkqthesa ~ D B S  substadally less affordable. Please 
look out for c0-m and refme to impose new aooess charges and fees on prepaid calling card 



July 7,2004- 

chainhan Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Wasbhgton, DC 20554 

RJ3 WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear chb-man Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities  re.^ upon Iow-cost te mrnmhcatians services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, firnn looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and fiends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new cbarges and fees upon SBfviCes upon which we depend, immediately harming millioas of 
Latinos and &ex co i l s \~e rs  nationwide. 

I understand daat the FCC is considering applying %state" access charges and other fbes on 
certain prepdd calling card services. Mslry Latinos, particularly those on f k d  incomes or those 
establishing a c d i t  history, bank accrsmts and other mea011 ntcessary to subsctie to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prep& calling cards to stay ammcted at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizanq and others f= similar &allenges. 

As a dt, prepaid calling cards arc the only option available- without them, marry consumers 
could, quite literally, be left Witbout access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
caring cards will directly harm indiidds who can leest afford priq in&. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost ofprepaid calls, 
dcstroYingthe utility of calIing cards to disadvantaged co11sumefs. Allowing'the large, local 
telephone Eampanies to collect such chrgcs, cvenwbauthey dondsetlthe calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus mskmg these d c e s  substantially less d5rdablt. Please 
look out fbr C Q X I S ~ ~ ~ S  aud refiw to impose new access charges end fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner KathIeen Abemathy 
CI ' ioacrRevir,Mnrtin 



July 7,2004 

a - M~CWIPWII 
Federal Conimunications commission 
445 12dl street, S.W. ' 

Washington, DC 205 54 

RE: WC D o W  NO. 03-133 

Chairman Powelk. ' 

The PCC shauld not impose new a c q s  charges and fks upon prepaid ding cards. If YOU' 
mwe to incrtase the cost of thee cards, you win s-1~ dive up the cost for m m d y  or 
d i s a c t v a u w  individualst0 stay in touch m their coILIIL1I11Litie8. 

The Lstino community is partioularly sensitive to any price ioctease for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of ]Latino housebalds use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 bave used prepaid cards. h - p a i d  calling amla are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fortd and low income consum- hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising wephont service costs as well. k padicular, msny low-income 
b d o l d s  who are on f#ad hcames depend Cotirely upon prepaid service beoauss thRly cannot 
mettthtcraditratmgarbeffydGpbsitreqniremeatsthatlocalp~ec4mpaniesinsistu~be~ 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, collsumers can make calls &om payphonea or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We CBI~ use these cards to stay u c o n n W  88 we Iook for 
jobs, hunt fer houses, or wAedde many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unbaghble that tho FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
SO- ofthe nation's west teltphonc mmppnies d be the largest bartficiarics of such 
charges The FCC rbouldstad up for cornamor intererrts aver &prate gub by kcLpipg 
af€ordabIc prepid rrllfpe cards a priority. 

sincerely, 

ccs: C O m m i s s i o n e r ~ C o p p s  
commissionerlyathleerl Abtraathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Cammissioner Jonathan Adelstein 


